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Dr. Andrew “Ancy” Gunther is an environmental scientist who gave his first aoresentation
about climete change as a teaching assistant at University of Celifornia Berkeley in 198S. Al
the time, the IPCC didn’t exist and climale change was a topic mainly ciscusseod ins
cientific circles. A groundbreaking study in 2003 of Antarciic ice cores that n’@v@a@@ 2
£50,000~vear dataset on carlbon dicxide in the atmosphere, effectively presanted by Vice
President Al Gore In “An [nconvenient Trulh,” convinced Andy [t was time to step up te

educate people about the crisis.
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AS soon as Andy saw the announcement about Climate Reeality Leadership Corps trainings
on the film’'s website, he [Jumped at the coportunity to attend one. Winile he was already
comtortable talking albout climate science with nis colleagues, the training gave him the tools
lo deliver effective and polished presentations that reached all kinds of people. Since

attending the Nashville training in 2007, Ancly has given over 100 presentalions te diverse
audiences — irom small businesses to Apple, and frem universities to civic organizalions,

rotary clubs, churches, and synagogues (he even lectured on a cruise ship in Antarctica).
Aside from educating audiences through presentations, Andy has also been a leader in many
environmerital nidatives throughout his career. From 191 to 2000, he servec as gssistant
chier scientist for Ihe Exxon Valdez oil spill restoraion program. From 2011 t© 2017, Andy led
the Bay Area Ecosystems Climate @hangﬁ Consortium, which focused on ecosystem
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conservaton and restoration as a key te building regional resilience to cimate change.

Climate Reality Leader Spotlight
Dr. Andrew “Andy” Gunther

More recently, in 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom appointed Andy to the San
~rancisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, which works to solve water issues that
are made more pressing by climate change. As sea levels and the San Francisco Bay rise,
shallow groundwater is driven to the surface around the margin of the Bay, which has major
Implications for infrastructure and human health. Just this summer, a large algal bloom in the
Bay threatened to compromise wildlife habitats and recreation. Rising air and water
temperatures will make these events more common. To combat this concern, the Board is
making major investments in wastewater treatment in the region.

Andy also serves on the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission and
the board of directors of the Union of Concerned Scientists. As a dedicated Climate Reality
Leader, he works within these organizations to accelerate the transition away from fossil fuels
and prepare us all for a changing world.

If you want to hear more from Andy, follow his bi-monthly blog post [n Brief Climate News.
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